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Horbury  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1911. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  TIIE 
IIORBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  for  your  consideration  my 
third  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
town,  together  with  the  efforts  of  your  sanitary  staff  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  disease  and  to  keep  in  order  and  improve  the  condition  of 
the  Township  from  a Public  Health  standpoint. 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Area — 1,280  acres. 

Population — 7,509.  Census  April,  1911. 
do.  - — 6,736.  do  do.  1901. 
Estimated  number  o!  inhabited  houses— 1 ,800. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  my  estimate  of  the  population  last 
year  was  only  seven  above  the  actual  figures  of  the  Census  taken 
in  April,  1 91 1. 

TOPOGRAPHY. 

Horbury  is  a compact  Uiban  District  which  lies  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  River  Calder,  some  three  miles  above  Wakefield.  The 
maximum  elevation  is  275  feet  and  the  minimum  89  feet  O.D.  The 
district  is  bounded  on  the  North  West  by  the  Borough  of  Ossett, 
and  elsewhere  it  is  surrounded  by  the  Wakefield  Rural  District. 
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The  Wakefield  and  District  Light  Railway  Company  run  a good 
service  of  trams  through  the  town. 

GEOLOGY. 

The  district  overlies  the  middle  coal  measures  consisting  of 
shale,  sandstone,  etc.  The  Barnsley  coal  bed  lies  near. 

STREETS. 

In  the  older  portion  of  Horbury  the  streets  are  narrow  and 
uneven,  and  the  buildings  grouped  together  irregularly.  Privies 
and  privy  middens  are  the  principal  means  of  storing  the  excreta  in 
the  above  districts,  but  I am  pleased  to  say  that  efforts  are  being 
made  to  gradually  have  these  conveniences  converted  to  the 
water-carriage  system. 

Under  the  Private  Street  Works  Act  of  1892,  three  streets, 
Park  Street,  Carlton  Street,  and  Cross  Park  Street,  are  to  be  made 
up  during  1912. 

CHIEF  OCCUPATIONS  OF  THE  INHABITANTS. 

These  are  especially  varied  in  the  Township,  the  chief  occupa- 
tion being  that  of  cloth  manufacturing,  the  next  in  rank  that  of 
waggon  building,  the  manufacture  of  iron,  and  yarn  and  worsted 
spinning.  In  addition  there  are  oil  works  and  rag  sorting.  One 
mill  at  Horbury  Bridge  which  had  been  shut  down  for  sometime  has 
been  re-opened  after  extensive  alterations  and  additions. 

The  genera]  conditions  of  the  population  are  much  above  the 
average,  unemployment  being  practically  unknown. 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  antiquity  of  many  of  the  dwellings  must  be  borne  in  mind. 
Some  of  the  houses  date  back  to  1740,  and  many  are  extremely 
damp.  In  Horbury  proper  a number  of  houses  can  well  be  des- 
cribed as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

The  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909  and  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  impose  an  important 
duty  upon  Local  Authorities  of  causing  systematic  inspections  to  be 


made  of  houses  in  the  district.  This  has  not  previously  been  done  In 
Horbury,  but  in  October  Mr.  Rutter  took  up  his  duties  as  whole  time 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  town,  and  his  appointment  includes  that 
of  Officer  under  the  above  Regulations.  Thirty  houses  have  been 
scheduled  for  inspection  in  Ranters  Fold,  Musgraves  Yard  and 
High  Street,  and  this  work  is  now  proceeding.  There  is  much 
to  be  done  in  Horbury  under  this  Act  and  Regulations  and  in  the 
course  of  the  year  Mr.  Rutter  and  myself  hope  to  get  through  the 
older  type  of  houses  in  the  district. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  a fair  number  of  new  houses 
erected  (26),  but  there  is  1 eed  for  houses  at  a rent  of  3/-  to  4/-  per 
week.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  all  new  houses  are  now  provided 
with  water-closets  and  moveable  dustbins,  though  I regret  to  say 
that  it  is  only  in  a few  cases  where  baths  are  provided,  this  I think 
should  be  compulsory. 

A public  playground  for  the  children  of  the  town  would  be  a 
great  advantage.  The  number  of  children  who  play  in  the  High 
Street  is  considerable  and  the  continuous  motor  and  tram  traffic  is 
a cause  of  extreme  danger. 

Numerous  miners  working  in  the  neighbouring  pits  reside  in 
the  town,  and  the  question  of  a public  bath  for  those  who  as  yet 
have  no  means  of  bathing  themselves  at  home  is  a matter  which 
should  receive  the  serious  considei  ation  of  the  Council. 

WATER-SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  of  Horbury  is  obtained  from  the  Dewsbury 
and  Batley  Corporations,  and  is  stored  in  a reservoir  at  Foxroyd, 
Thornhill,  but  there  is  no  separate  service  reservoir  for  Horbury. 
This  is  a source  of  trouble  to  the  district,  a separate  reservoir  'for 
the  town  itself  being  greatly  needed.  The  quality  of  the  water  is 
generally  good,  The  water  is  not  plumbo-sol vent,  and  no  cases  of 
lead  poisoning  have  been  reported. 

On  two  occasions  during  the  year  Horbury  has  been  without 
water.  At  such  times  water  is  drawn  from  old  wells  in  the  town. 
Several  cases  of  diarrhoea  occurred  after  this  shortage  and  doubtless 
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this  was  due  to  the  quality  of  the  water  drunk. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

An  inspection  of  all  the  dairies  and  cows  has  been  made  by 
J.  McLean,  M.  R.  C.  V.  S.,  Mr.  Rutter  and  myself.  We  visited 
20  dairy  farms,  and  30  cowsheads,  and  examined  the  udders  of  147 
cows,  all  of  which  were  found  to  be  free  from  tubercular  disease. 
The  condition  of  the  cowsheds  is  not  in  all  cases  satisfactory. 
Further  suggestions  on  this  matter  will  be  found  under  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

I append  Mr.  McLean’s  Report. 

SECOND  VETERINARY  REPORT 

for  the  District  after  inspection  of  Cattle  in  Dairies  for  the 
prevention  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  Milk  Supply. 

19,  Bradford  Road, 

Dewsbury. 

12th  December,  1911. 

TO  HORBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
Gentlemen, 

In  company  with  Dr.  Garden,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Mr.  Rutter,  Sanitary  Inspector,  on  the  28th  November  and  5th 
December  1911,  I visited  20  dairy  farms  and  30  cowsheds  and 
examined  the  udders  of  147  dairy  cows  and  found  them  all  to  be 
free  from  tubercular  disease.  All  the  cattle  presented  a healthy 
appearance  the  majority  of  them  were  in  excellent  condition  and 
clean,  others  were  in  good  condition  and  fairly  clean.  Only  a few 
in  old  faulty  mistles  with  bad  floors  &c,  were  dirty.  Some  old 
mistles  are  much  in  need  of  sweeping  down  and  limewashing. 
Several  have  been  slightly  improved  in  ventilation  and  light  since 
my  last  visit  and  other  hygienic  conditions  generally  more 
satisfactory. 

With  regard  to  the  cleanliness  of  milk  I would  particularly 
point  out  the  great  benefit  that  would  result  were  it  compulsory  for 


each  dairyman  to  use  a milk  filter  having  a layer  of  cotton  wool,  or 
similar  media  as  this  so  effectually  keeps  out  dirt. 

I remain, 

Yours  respectfully, 

JOHN  McLEAN,  M.R.C.V.S. 


OTHER  FOODS. 

The  quality  of  food,  that  is  bread  and  meat,  is  highly  satis- 
factory. As  regards  the  sanitary  condition  of  premises  where  foods 
are  prepared  and  stored  this  is  also  fairly  satisfactory,  though  there 
are  defects  and  nuisances  at  some  of  the  slaughterhouses  which 
should  be  remedied.  There  is  no  cold  storage  in  the  majority  of  the 
butcher’s  shops  in  the  town.  In  summer  such  storage  would  be  a 
great  advantage.  As  already  said,  the  meat  of  the  town  which  I 
have  examined  has  been  of  a high  standard  and  it  has  been  un- 
necessary to  condemn  any  carcase. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  are  administered  by  the  County 
Council  Inspectors,  but  no  information  is  sent  to  the  Local 
Authority  of  samples  taken.  Twelve  samples  of  milk  were  obtained 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  December  and  forwarded  to  the  Public 
Analyst  and  were  all  found  to  be  genuine. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  sewerage  of  the  town  of  Horbury  is  collected  by  sewerage 
system  laid  down  in  1892-1894  and  is  discharged  at  outfall  works 
on  the  banks  of  the  River  Calder,  being  collected  in  two  parts, 
viz  : that  from  the  Eastern  portion  of  the  district  which  flows  by 
gravitation  to  the  precipitation  tanks  ; and  that  from  the  Western 
portion  which  flows  to  a large  tank  sewer  near  the  works  and  thence 
to  the  sewage  well  from  which  it  is  pumped  to  the  precipitation 
tanks. 

The  new  sewaee  disposal  scheme  has  now  been  passed  by  the 
Council  and  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  it  is 
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hoped  by  the  end  of  1912  that  the  work  will  be  practically 
completed. 

POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  manufacturers  of  the  town  who  treat  their  own  trade 
effluent  are  doing  their  best  to  render  it  as  pure  as  possible  before 
turning  it  into  the  River  Calder. 

EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

This  is  chiefly  by  means  of  privies  and  privy  middens  but  I am 
gdad  to  say  that  the  number  of  these  is  being  reduced  each  year, 
and  reference  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  will  show  what 
progress  is  being  made.  In  my  previous  reports  I have  urged  the 
gradual  supercession  of  privies  by  water-closets  and  dustbins  in  lieu 
of  ashpits  and  I hope  that  good  progress  will  in  the  future  be  made 
in  this  matter. 

REMOVAL  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE, 

This  is  removed  by  carts  of  the  Council,  which  collect  it  and 
dispose  of  it  at  the  Addingford  tip.  The  smell  from  this  tip  is  at 
times  most  obnoxious  and  complaints  have  been  lodged  with  me 
from  residents  in  Back  Lane,  Southfield,  &c.  The  question  of  a 
refuse  destructor  has  now  been  under  consideration  for  some  years 
but  so  far  no  steps  have  been  taken. 

SCHOOLS. 

All  the  schools  of  the  town  are  supplied  with  town’s  water  ; 
the  general  health  of  the  scholars  attending  has  been  excellent  during 
the  past  year.  The  only  school  the  condition  of  which  remains 
unsatisfactory  is  the  one  in  School  Lane.  The  only  epidemic  has 
been  one  of  measles.  Some  of  the  cases  were  of  a severe  type. 
Both  St.  Peter’s  School  and  the  Council  School  have  been  closed 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the  disease.  The  new  School  in  North- 
field  Lane  is  now  in  course  of  erection. 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  Horbury  was  nr,  which 
is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  14.78  per  1000  of  the  population.  Of 
this  number  3 were  non-residents,  that  is,  the  persons  were  only 
temporarily  resident  in  the  district  and  under  the  new  procedure 
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adopted  during  the  year,  particulars  of  such  deaths  are  now  for- 
warded to  the  Local  Authorities  of  the  towns  of  which  the  persons 
were  resident  and  not  calculated  for  the  town  in  which  death 
occurred.  Under  this  new  arrangement  information  was  received 
of  the  deaths  of  13  residents  of  Horbury  in  other  towns,  therefore 
the  total  number  of  deaths  of  Horbury  residents  during  the  year 
was  12 1 (60  males  61  females),  and  calculated  upon  the  population 
gives  a nett  death-rate  of  16.11  per  1000.  This  I regret  to  say  is 
the  highest  for  the  past  ten  years  with  one  exception  (1904- 17.5,) 
the  average  rate  for  the  10  years  being  13.6.  This  compares  un- 
favourably wTith  the  death-rates  for  the  country  : — 


England  and  Wales  14.6 

Great  Towns  15.5 

Smaller  Towns  13.8 

England  and  Wales  less  towns  13.9 


The  causes  of  death  will  be  found  in  Table  3. 

BIRTHS. 

The  births  registered  during  1911  were  165,  (75  males  90 
females)  1 being  illegitimate,  (this  constitutes  a record  and  speaks 
well  for  the  morality  of  the  town)  which  gives  a birth-rate  of  21.9 
per  1000  of  the  population,  being  the  lowest  during  the  last  18  years. 
The  average  rate  for  the  past  ten  years  was  25.4  per  1000.  A 
comparison  with  the  rates  for  the  country  is  not  satisfactory  ;- 


England  and  Wales  24.4 

Great  Towns  25.6 

Smaller  Towns  23.4 

England  and  Wales  less  towns  23^4 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  year  is  a very 

unsatisfactory  one,  the  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

being  30  giving  a rate  of  181  per  1000  births  registered.  The 

average  during  the  past  ten  years  is  145.  On  comparing  these 

figures  with  those  for  the  whole  country  Horbury  appears  in  a very 


unfavourable  light  :- 

England  and  Wales  130 

Great  Towns  140 

Smaller  Towns  133 

England  and  Wales  less  towns  118 
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Ol  these  30  deaths,  2 occurred  outside  the  district,  therefore 
the  actual  number  of  deaths  in  Horbury  was  28,  which  calculated 
upon  the  number  of  births  registered  is  equivalent  to  a rate  of  169 
per  1000. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  death  of  each  of 
these  28  infants. 


Date  of 

Death. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Address. 

Cause  of  Death. 

Jan.  8 

F. 

5 m- 

Broad  Cut 

Tuberculous  Periton- 
itis 

,,  18 

M. 

6 d. 

Shepstye  Road 

Meningitis 

» 19 

M. 

4 m. 

Parker  Road 

Tuberculous  Periton- 
itis 

Feb.  9 

M. 

2 m. 

Cluntergate 

Tuberculous  Mening- 
itis 

,,  21 

M. 

iom. 

Horbury  Bridge 

do. 

„ 28 

M. 

5 d. 

Northgate 

Premature  Birth 

Mar.  19 

M. 

12  d. 

Whites  Row 

do. 

Apl.  27 

M. 

6 m. 

Manor  Road 

Tuberculous  Mening- 
itis 

May  2 

M. 

1 1 h. 

Prospect  Terrace 

Premature  Birth 

„ 5 

M. 

1 m. 

George  Street 

Tuberculous  Periton- 
itis 

Aug.  2 

M. 

5 m- 

Ring  0’  Bells  Yard 

Diarrhoea 

» *3 

F. 

6 m. 

Prospect  Street 

do 

,,  21 

M. 

23  d. 

St.  Leonard’s  Yard 

do 

,,  24 

M. 

9 m. 

Parker  Road 

do 

» 24 

F. 

4 m. 

Industrial  Street 

do 

n 30 

M. 

5 m- 

Back  Lane 

Intus-susception 

Sep.  1 

F. 

4 m. 

Northfield  Lane 

Diarrhoea 

„ 1 

M. 

12  d. 

Industrial  Street 

Jaundice 

„ 8 

F. 

1 1 d. 

Shepstye  Road 

Gastric  Catarrh 

,,  16 

M. 

2 m. 

Southfield  Lane 

Inanition,  Syncope 

,,  19 

F. 

2 m. 

Medlock  Road 

Intestinal  Catarrh, 
Diarrhoea 

Oct.  3 

F. 

1 m. 

Farrand’s  Yard 

Premature  Birth 

7 

M 

10  m. 

Co-operative  Street 

Tuberculous  Periton- 
itis 

,,  H 

F. 

3 m. 

Prospect  Street 

Tuberculous  Mening- 
itis 

Nov.  18 

F. 

2 m. 

Farrand’s  Yard 

Marasmus,  Con  vuls’ns 

,,  28 

M. 

2 m. 

Normanton  Street 

Debility,  Convulsions 

Dec.  3 

M. 

5 m- 

Bugler  Terrace 

Pneumonia 

” 5 

M. 

5 min 

High  Street 

Inquest  Case 
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The  hot  dry  summer  is  no  doubt  accountable  for  some  increase 
in  this  rate,  but  reference  to  the  above  table  and  Table  4 will  show 
that  a large  number  of  deaths  are  from  preventable  diseases.  26% 
of  the  deaths  occured  before  the  age  of  one  month  and  83%  before 
the  age  of  six  months  is  reached.  These  are  lamentable  facts  and  I 
firmly  believe  that  the  greatest  cause  of  infantile  mortality  is 
inexperience,  lack  of  knowledge,  and  in  some  instances  carelessness, 
of  mothers.  An  active  factor  in  combating  infantile  mortality  is  the 
work  of  Health  Visitors,  aided  by  the  adoption  of  the  Notification 
of  Births  Act,  who  by  their  training  and  experience  are  in  a position 
to  educate  mothers,  particularly  young  mothers,  in  their  responsible 
duties.  The  District  Nurse  has  undertaken  the  duties  of  Health 
Visitor  and  so  far  has  given  much  useful  advise  to  young  mothers 
as  regards  the  feeding  of  infants.  There  is,  however,  as  the  above 
figures  prove,  much  work  to  be  done  before  a satisfactory  infantile 
mortality  rate  can  be  recorded. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

The  periodic  inspection  of  all  the  children  attending  Schools  in 
the  Township  are  made  by  the  County  Medical  Inspectors  appointed 
for  the  purpose. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  hospital  consists  of  an  administrative  block  for  cooking 
and  washing,  an  observation  ward,  a disinfecting  ward,  a disinfect- 
ing chamber,  a typhoid  fever  ward,  a scarlet  fever  ward,  and  a 
diphtheria  ward. 

During  the  year  42  cases  were  notified,  28  of  which  were  treated 
in  the  Hospital.  Reference  to  Table  2 will  show  the  diseases  notified. 
The  42  cases  notified  gives  a zymotic  rate  of  5.4  per  1000  of  the 
population.  The  deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  were  9 
viz  enteric  fever  2,  erysipelas  2,  measles  2,  diphtheria  2,  scarlet 
fever  1,  equal  to  a rate  of  1.19  per  1000  of  the  population.  This 
compares  favourably  with  the  rates  for  the  country 


England  and  Wales  1.88 

Great  Towns  2.29 

Smaller  Towns  1,98 

England  and  Wrales  less  towns  1.40 
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Smallpox  cases  are  not  treated  at  the  Hospital,  accommodation 
being  provided  at  Carr  Gate. 

There  is  as  yet  no  steam  disinfector  provided  at  Addingford 
Hospital^  the  methods  of  disinfection  being  the  formalin  spray  and 
formic  aldehyde  vapour. 

The  Council  have  under  consideration  the  appointment  of  a 
permanent  matron  instead  of  the  caretaker  and  his  wife. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  have  been  19  deaths  during  the  year  from  tubercular 
diseases  out  of  a total  of  121  deaths,  being  15.7%  and  a rate  of  2.5 
per  1000  of  the  population. 

The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1911,  come 
into  force  on  January  1st,  1912,  when  all  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  will  be  compulsorily  notifiable.  Local  Authorities 
have  power  under  these  Regulations  to  adopt  measures  for 
combating  this  disease. 

I have  again  to  thank  Dr.  Kaye  and  Dr.  Sutherland  for  much 
assistance  during  the  year.  Many  pathological  specimens  have  been 
sent  and  examined,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  they  are  done  in 
very  short  time. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  to  report  upon  the  adminis- 
tration of  these  Acts  in  the  district,  and  the  following  tables  give  the 
work  done  in  Horbury  during  the  year,  and  include  the  inspections 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  of  HORBURY. 

TABLR  VI  —Annual  Report  of  Hedlca!  Officer  of  health  for  1911. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 

1. — Inspection. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecution*. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries). 

22 

4 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  \ 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries). 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises  included  in  Part  3 / 
of  this  Report) 

46 

3 

Nil. 

Total 

68 

7 

Nil. 

Defects  Found, 


Number  of  Defects 


Particulars. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
Want  of  Ventilation 
Overcrowding 
Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Other  nuisances  . . 


Sanitary  accommodation 
Section  22  P.H.A.A.A. 
1k90,  not  adopted. 


) 


insufficient 
unsuitable  or  defective 
not  separate  for  sexes 


Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act:- 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  (s.  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bakehouses 
(ss.  97  to  100) 

Other  offences 


Total 


Found 


Remedied 


1 

1 

8 

1 


Referred  to 
H.  M. 
Inspector. 


Number  of 
Prosecution*. 
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served,  k 
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Instances 
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5 Other  Matters. 


Class. 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133) 

\ Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  .. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  1 

Inspector  as  remediable  under  the  Public  1 

Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act  (s.  5) 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M, 
y Inspector 

Other 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

1 

Reg  I STRATI  ON  OF  Workshops. 

The  register  is  kept  up-to-date  and  the  number  of  Factories  and 
Workshops  now  registered  is  55,  of  which  23  are  classified  as 
Factories,  and  32  as  Workshops  and  Workplaces,  including  four 
Bakehouses  and  three  premises  wheie  ctl  er  feeds  are  prepared. 


Factor ie s : — 

Paper  Mill  ...  ...  1 

Worsted  Spinners  and  Woollen 

Manufacturers  ...  6 

Mungo  Manufacturers  ...  1 

Rug  Weaving  ...  ...  1 

Rag  Sorting  ...  ...  1 

Waggon  Making  ...  2 

Joiners  and  Wheelwrights  ...  5 

Mechanical  Engineeiing  ...  2 

Iron  Works  ...  ...  1 

Athletic  Goods  Manufacturers  1 

Oil  Extracting  ...  ...  1 

Printers  ...  ...  1 


23 


. . . 1 6. . . 


Workshops  and  Workplaces  : — 

Rag  Sorting  ...  ...  5 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  4 

Bootmaking  - . ...  4 

Athletic  Goods  Manufacturers  3 

Painters,  &c.  ...  ...  3 

Joiners  and  Wheelwrights  ...  3 

Plumbers  ...  ..  3 

Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  3 

Dressmaking  ...  ...  2 

Tailoring  ...  ...  1 

Blacksmith  ...  ...  1 


32 


All  the  workshops  have  been  measured  up  and  the  results 
recorded. 


The  number  of  persons  employed  in  the  workshops  in  the 
district  is  : — 


Males,  83  ) 
Females,  68  j 


Total  15 1. 


No  notices  were  received  from  the  Factory  Inspector  of 
nuisances  or  defects  in  the  factories  and  workshops. 


One  underground  bakehouse  has  been  closed  and  a new  one 
erected  in  its  place. 

No  returns  have  been  received  as  to  any  Outworkers  being 
employed  in  the  district. 
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The  following  is  information  furnished  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  at  his  request. 


HOKBURY  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Water  Supply — 

In  what  parts  is  there  a piped  supply  laid  on  ? — Throughout  the 
disti  ict. 

Any  developments  during  1 9 1 1 . — New  mains  at  Lacy  Street, 
Hall  Cliffe,  and  to  Infectious  Disease?  Hospital. 

Any  insufficiency,  and  where?  — No  complaints  except  when 
there  has  been  a break  on  the  main  supply  pipe  between 
Foxroyd  Reservoir  and  Brighouse,  and  these  breakages 
are  of  frequent  occurrence. 

Any  curtailment  during  drought. — No. 

Any  unsatisfactory  quality,  and  where  ?— No. 

Any  unchecked  plum  bo  solvent  action. — No. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  — 

What  parts  have  sewers  and  outtall  works  — The  whole  district 
except  in  a few  isolated  cases  where  cesspools  are  in  use. 
(See  1910  Report). 

Any  developments  during  3911.—  New  Disposal  Scheme 
approved  by  L.  G.  B. 

Developments  still  needed. — Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  will  be 
completed  in  1912. 

Any  inadequacy  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works  or  complaints  as  to 
smells. — Yes. 

No.  of  sink-wastes  disconnected  during  1911.— Nil. 

Trapped  8. 

Proportion  of  sink-wastes  still  needing  disconnection.—  Nil. 

Un  trapped. — Nil. 


Closet  Accommodation- 

No.  of  Privies  with  open  middens 
No.  ol  Privies  with  covered  middens 

No.  of  Pail  or  Tub  Closets. — 


No.  of  Water  Closets 
Waste-water  Closets 


About  550. 


About  830. 


...18. 


No.  of  Closets  re-constructed  during  1911  — (a)  as  W.C.’s  25. 
(b)  other — 2. 

No.  of  additional  Closets  newly  constructed  for  old  property  in 
1911 — (a)  W.C.’s— 10.  (b)  other — 

No.  of  Closets  constructed  m 191  1 for  new  houses — (a)  W.C.’s 
22.  (b)  other — 

Scavenging — 

In  what  parts  do  the  Council  undertake  public  scavenging. — 

(a)  By  Sanitary  Staff. — All  the  district. 

(b)  By  Contractors. — Nil. 

Is  there  any  inadequacy,  and  where  ? — No. 

Nuisance  Inspection. 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  in  igi  1. — 

Informal  Notices  served. — 76.  Complied  with — 48. 

Statutory  Notices  served. — 6.  Complied  with— 6. 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1910. — 13. 

At  close  of  1911. — 62. 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  reported  during  1911.  —120. 

Abated  during  1911, — 71. 

Total  No.  of  Summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings. — Nil. 


Regulated  Buildings,  Trades,  &c. 

No.  in 
District 

Common  Lodging  Houses... 

Nil. 

Canal  Boats 

Nil. 

Knackers  Yards  ... 

Nil. 

Offensive  Trades 

Nil. 

please  specify  nature) 

No  on 
Register 

TotaiNo 

of 

inspect ’ns 
made 

General  Condition 

Legal 

Proce’dg, 
(if  any) 

Nib 

Nil 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nib 

Nib 

W 

Nil. 

N ot  a Registration 
District. 

Nib 

Nib 

Nib 

Nib 

Nib 

No  regular  business 
carried  on. 

Nib 

Have  the  Council  declared  any  other  processes  to  be  offensive 
trades,  e,g.,  Fish-frying,  Maggot-breeding,  etc. — No. 

Schools — 

No.  of  Visits  to  Schools. — Four. 

Action  taken. — Two  Schools  have  been  closed  for  outbreaks  of 
Measles. 
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Milk  Supply — 

No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.  A.  for  analysis  under  F. 
and  D.  Acts. — 12.  No.  adulterated. — None. 

No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.  A.  for  bacteriological 
examination. — None. 

What  arrangement  for  Veterinary  Inspection  of  dairy  cows. — 
Veterinary  Surgeon  appointed  to  examine  twice  a year. 

Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  in  1911. — No. 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  in  district.  —20.  No.  Registered. — 20. 

No.  of  Milk  Sellers. — 20.  No.  Registered. — 20. 

Total  No.  of  Cowsheds — 30.  No.  of  Inspections  in  1911 — 60. 

General  Condition — Fair. 

Approx.  No.  of  Milch  Cows  in  district — 140.  Any  insufficiency 
in  Milk  Supply — 

Legal  proceedings  under  D.  C.  M.  Orders — None. 

Any  Inspection  or  other  action  by  districts  to  which  Milk  is 
sent — No. 

Other  Foods — 

No.  of  samples  (other  than  Milk)  taken  by  Officer  of  S.  A.  for 
examination  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts — Nil. 

No.  adulterated — Nil. 

No.  of  seizures  of  unsound  food — Nil.  Kind  and  quantity — Nil. 
No.  of  Prosecutions — Nil. 

No.  of  Slaughter  houses — 8.  No.  Registered — 7.  Kind  and 
Condition — Some  not  satisfactory. 

No.  of  Prosecutions  (a)  Food  and  Drugs — Nil.  ( b ) Unsound 

Food — Nil.  ( c ) re  Slaughter  Houses — Nil. 

Housing — 

Is  there  any  scarcity  of  houses,  and  where? — No  complaints, 
but  always  a good  demand  for  cottages  about  £10  rental. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses — None  known.  No.  of 
cases  dealt  with — Nil. 

Any  special  activity  in  house  building,  and  where  ? — No. 

No.  of  new  houses  built  in  1911  — 26,  General  character — 
Cottages. 

Are  there  any  working  class  dwellings  erected  by  the  S.  A. — 
No.  No.  and  date — 

Any  Town  Planning  Scheme  contemplated — No. 
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Who  has  been  designated  as  the  Inspecting  Officer  under  Article 
II  of  the  Housing  Regulations,  1910? — Sanitary  Inspector 
appointed  in  September. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  during  1911  (a)  Statutory  (house  to 
house) — Nil.  (b)  Other  house-inspections — Nil.  Total — 
Nil. 

No.  of  Notices  served  as  a result  of  House  inspections — 

Legal  proceedings  — 

Are  the  records  regularly  submitted  to  the  S. 

A.  at  each  ordinary  meeting. 

No.  of  houses  represented  as  unfit  for 
habitation. 

No.  dealt  with  by  Closing  Order. 

Any  compulsory  demolition. 

Are  there  still  any  occupied  houses  unfit  for 
habitation,  and  where  ? 

Any  cellar  dwellings — No. 

Factories  and  Workshops— 

Any  Smoke  nuisance,  and  where  ? — Systematic  observations 
not  taken  during  the  year. 

No.  of  Smoke  observations  taken — Nil.  Legal  Notices— Nil. 
Summonses  — Nil. 

Adoptive  Acts — 

Adoptive  Act.  Pa *ts  or  Sections  in  force.  Date  of  Adoption.  Action  thereunder. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  ' 

55  5 > 1 •>  5 » > ? ^ 9°7* 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890.  I 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892 — Wes. 

Are  any  of  the  above  needed,  and  where  ? — Yes,  P.  H A.  A.  1890 
and  1907. 

Byelaws  and  Regulations — 

Private  Scavenging — No. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances — May,  1902. 

Common  Lodging  Houses — 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings— 

Offensive  Trades — 

Mortuaries — 


See  report  of 
\ Sanitary 
Inspector. 
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New  Streets  and  Buildings  (P.  H.  Act,  1875 — May,  1902. 

,,  ,,  ,,  (P.  H.  Amendment  Act,  1890 — 

Slaughter  Houses — May,  1902. 


^None  in  force. 


Tents  and  Vans — 

Cemeteries — 

Markets  and  Fairs — 

Baths  and  Washhouses — 

Pleasure  Grounds — 

Fried  Fish  Shops — 

Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order — 
January,  1907. 

Does  the  M.  O.  H.  possess  a printed  copy  of  each  of  the  Bye- 
laws which  are  operative  ? — Yes. 

Are  any  other  Byelaws  needed — 


Infectious  and  other  Diseases — 

What  diseases  have  been  specially  prevalent  in  1911  ? — 
Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Influenza. 

What  special  action  to  combat  same  ? — Closing  of  the  Schools. 

Is  Hospital  accommodation  adequate  and  sufficient  ? — Yes. 

What  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  antitoxin — Supplied  free 
by  the  Council. 

Any  diseases  specially  added  to  notifiable  List — No. 

Any  influences  threatening  the  health  of  the  district — No. 

Special  Reports  and  Investigations — No. 

Tuberculosis  — 

Any  Sanitary  Inspection  of  Patient’s  Houses — Any  disinfec- 
tion— Occasionally,  if  requested. 

Any  distribution  of  advice — No.  Other  benefits — 

Any  action  re  spitting — No.  Any  disinfection  of  Public  Rooms, 
Vehicles,  etc. — No. 


Infant  Mortality — 

What  organised  effort  to  control  it — None. 

Is  Health  Visitor  appointed  by  S.  A.  ? — The  local  Nursing 
Association  has  appointed  the  District  Nurse  as  Health 
Visitor. 


Causes  of  any  Excessive  Infant  Mortality  in  1911 — Many  of  the 
mothers  have  worked  from  childhood  in  the  mills,  and  on 
getting  married  have  little  idea  of  how  to  feed  and  rear 
their  children. 


Vital  Statistics — 

Births  during  1911  — Males,  75.  Females,  90.  Total,  165. 

No.  illegitimate  included  in  above  - 1.  No.  of  Still  Births  (not 
included — 1 1 , 

Deaths  during  191 1 (1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e..  Total  actually  regis- 
tered in  the  district  without  any  correction — in. 

(2)  Nett  deaths  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated,  Males,  Co. 

Females,  61.  Total,  12:. 

No.  of  uncertified  deaths  (included  above)  — Nil. 


Miscellaneous — 

Mean  Temperature  for  1911 — No  record.  Rainfall — 19*81. 

What  Mortuary  accommodation  (a)  for  accidents — Nil. 

{b)  for  infectious  cases — One  at  Hospital. 

No.  of  Burial  Grounds — Cemetery.  Any  need  for  extension — 
No. 

Are  there  any  Maggot  breeding  establishments  in  district — No. 
Any  nuisance  therefrom  or  action  in  relation  thereto — No. 


Sanitary  Staff 

What  is  the  present  Annual  Salary  of  the  M.  O,  H. — £30. 

Does  the  above  include  any  recent  increase  in  respect  of  added 
work  ? — No.  Amount  of  such  increase — Nil. 

Name  of  Sanitary  Inspector- — Robert  Rutter.  Annual  Salary 
as  Inspector  — £100.  Other  appointments  held — Inspector 
under  F and  \A  . Act,  Canal  Boats  Acts,  Petroleum  Acts, 
aud  Scavenging  Superintendent.  Salary  for  such  other 
appointments — £ 10. 

Any  Assistants — No. 

Is  Staff  sufficient — -Yes,  Inspector  appointed  in  September  apart 
from  the  office  of  Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  comply  with 
the  requirement  of  the  L.  G.  B. 
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Supplementary  remarks  as  to  Sanitary  requirements  of  District, 
suggestions  of  M O.  H.,  and  extended  notes  from  any  of 
the  foregoing  entries. 

Conversion  of  privies  to  water-closets. 

Systematic  house  to  house  inspection 

Making  up  of  private  streets. 

Steam  Disinfector  and  Refuse  Destructor. 

Taking  of  smoke  observations. 

Provision  of  proper  manure,  etc.,  receptacles  where  horses, 
cattle,  and  pigs  are  kept,  and  the  regular  removal  of  the 
manure,  etc. 

Paving  of  yards. 

Ventilation  of  sewers. 


I append  Tables  i,  2,  3,  and  4,  giving  the  vital  statistics  for  the 
year,  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified,  and  the  causes  of  deaths. 
Also  included  is  a table  of  informaton  supplied  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Plealth  upon  forms  supplied  by  him. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  required  to  mention  in  his 
Report  “the  work  of  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  and  other  officers 
engaged  in  sanitary  work.”  The  Local  Government  Board  have 
required  that  a whole  time  Inspector  be  appointed  for  the  district, 
and  in  September  Mr.  R.  Rutter,  of  Anerley,  London,  was 
appointed  as  Sanitary  Inspector,  Scavenging  Superintendent,  etc., 
and  took  up  his  duties  on  October  4th.  A report  of  the  sanitary 
work  during  the  year  is  appended. 

In  conclusion,  I have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Council  for  their  kindness  and  courtesy  extended  to  me  during 
the  past  year,  and  also  to  the  officials  and  staff  for  services  willingly 

rendered. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SIM  GARDEN. 

March  13th,  1912. 
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TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  191 1 and  Previous  Years. 
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T . . 1T  . . Name  and)  Addineford  Total  available  Number  of  Diseases  than  can ) 

Isolation  Hospital— Situation  y'  pever  Hospital  beds— 26  be  concurrently  treated  $ 


TABLE  III. 


Causes  of, 

AND 

Ages 

AT, 

Death  during 

igi  I . 

Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  or  Belonging  to  whole 
District  at  Subjoined  Ages. 

All 

Ages 

Under 

1 

1 and 
under 

2 

2 and  5 and  15  and 
under  under  under 
5 i5  25 

25  and 
under 

45 

45  and 
under 

65 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

2 

I 

I 

Measles 

2 

I 

I 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

I 

I 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

2 

I 

I 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

Phthisis 

4 

2 

I 

I 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . . 

9 

6 

2 

I 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

6 

2 

I 

2 

I 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

9 

1 

2 

4 

0 

Bronchitis 

ii 

I 

I 

I 

2 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

4 

1 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  otherforms)  i 

1 

Diarrhoea. and  Enteritis  .. 

13 

9 

I 

2 

1 

Alcoholism 

1 

I 

Nephritis  and  Bright's 
Disease 

4 

I 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

I 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  including 
Premature  Birth 

r- 

/ 

7 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide  . . 

3 

I 

I 

1 

Suicides 

1 

I 

Heart  Disease  . . 

13 

5 

8 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . . 

7 

I 

1 

5 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

18 

4 

I 

I 

I 

4 

7 

All  causes 

121 

30 

9 

4 3 6 

13 

22 

34 

TABLE  I Y. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1911. 


Deaths  from  stated  causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  i week 

1 — 2 weeks. 

in 

<D 

<D 

£ 

m 

1 

in 

XI 

O) 

<D 

£ 

'jt' 

ro 

Total  under 

1 month. 

1 — 3 months 

| 

3 — 6 months. 

in 

X 

-+-> 

CP 

0 

£ 

o\ 

VO 

9-12  months. 

Total 

deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  Causes — Certified. 

4 

3 

8 

9 

8 

2 

3 

30 

,,  ,,  Uncertified. 

! 

. 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

I 

1 

8 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . . 

1 

3 

I 

1 

6 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  . . 

1 

1 

2 

Premature  Birth 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus 

3 

3 

Injury  at  Birth  .. 

1 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

1 

T 

1 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

Other  Causes 

1 

I 

1 

1 

3 

Totals — 

4 

3 

1 

8 

9 

! 

8 

2 

3 

1 

Nett  Births  in  the  year 


legitimate,  164 
dlegitimate,  1. 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of 


(legitimate  infants,  29. 


illegitimate  infants,  1. 


...28 


Horbury  Urban  District  Council. 


REPORT  for  the  year  ended  Dec.  31st,  191 1. 

BY 

R.  RUTTER,  A.R  5.I.,  M.S.I.A.  Inspector  of  Nuisances  &c. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 

THE  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  report  for  the  past  year.  I 
took  up  my  duties  on  October  4th,  and  most  of  the  report  is  based 
on  information  supplied  by  the  Surveyor  and  Ex-Inspector, 
Mr.  Drew. 

During  the  year  there  were  : — 


Intimation  notices  served 

73 

Statutory  notices  served 

6 

Nuisances  on  Books  Dec.  1910 

do  reported  in  1911 

1 20 

— — 

133 

Nuisances  abated 

71 

do  in  hand  Dec.  31st,  1911 

62 

*33 

Details  of  nuisances  dealt  with  during  the  year  to 
comply  with  notices  served  &c. 

No.  of  water-closets  provided  where  privy  accommodation  was 

insufficient  or  insanitary  25 

No.  of  aditional  water-closets  provided  to  old  property  10 


...29 


No.  of  dust  bins  provided  for  foul  ashpits  ...  ...  27 

No.  of  Inspection  chambers  constructed  ...  ...  24 

No.  of  foul  and  insanitary  privies  in  hand  Dec.  31st,  1911.  33 

do  do  ashpits  do  16 

Drainage  amended  or  repaired  ...  ..  ...  8 

Choked  drains  unstopped  ...  ...  ...  13 

Cesspool  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  cesspool  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  sink  wastepipes  ...  ...  ...  10 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  7 

Nuisances  from  the  keeping  of  animals  ...  ...  5 

Offensive  smells  from  gullies  &c.  ...  ...  ..  2 

Dampness  in  premises  ...  ...  ...  3 

Premises  with  defective  gutters  &c.  ...  ...  17 

Leaky  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Nuisances  from  trade  effluent  ...  ...  ...  2 

Workshop  overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  1 

Workshop  insufficiently  ventilated  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  15 

SCAVENGING  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 


Scavenging,  that  is,  the  removal  of  refuse  from  privy  middens, 
cesspools,  dustbins,  &c  , is  carried  out  by  Council’s  own  staff. 
There  are  approximately  about  830  privies  and  520  ashpits,  and 
some  300  dustbins,  with  a number  of  cesspools,  in  the  district.  The 
contents  of  all  dustbins  are  emptied  weekly,  and  from  privy 
middens  &c.,  about  every  three  weeks.  The  work  is  done  during 
the  day  time  and  the  refuse  conveyed  to  the  tip  which  adjoins  the 
Hospital  at  Addingford. 

The  removal  of  this  refuse  during  the  day  is  very  unsightly 
and  the  smell  from  the  carts  objectionable,  particularly  during  the 
summer  months,  and  the  nuisance  caused  can  be  realised  when  one 
considers  that  the  contents  of  privy  middens  are  invariably  in  a 
wet  condition  and  can  often  be  seen  dripping  from  the  carts  while 
passing  along  the  streets.  The  emptying  of  privy  middens  should 
be  carried  out  during  the  night,  at  least  during  the  summer  months- 
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The  disposal  of  the  refuse  at  Addingford  tip  is  a source  of 
nuisance.  The  most  satisfactory  means  of  dealing  with  house  refuse 
is  by  means  of  a refuse  destructor. 

The  following  shows  the  amount  of  work  done  by  the  scavengers 
during  the  year,  as  given  in  their  daily  returns,  and  also  a comparison 
with  the  two  previous  years 


Year 

Ashpits. 

Dustbins. 

Cesspools. 

Gullies. 

Loads 

1 9 1 I 

6995 

I 3200 

165 

19248 

4547 

19(0 

7023 

10725 

146 

17561 

46i9 

1909 

573  1 

9775 

!52 

10488 

455 1 

It  appeared  to  me  that  the  quantity  of  refuse  being  taken  to  the 
tip  per  load  was  not  sufficient  and  during  November  and  December 
I had  a number  of  loads  weighed  and  found  that  the  average  weight 
was  much  below  what  is  considered  a fair  load,  and  instructions 
were  given  that  more  weight  must  be  taken.  The  carts  are  not 
provided  with  top  boards  as  is  usual  with  scavenging  carts  and  I 
suggest  that  these  boards  should  be  fixed  to  each  cart,  which  would 
allow  of  much  more  refuse  being  taken  without  being  excessive,  and 
thus  be  a means  of  enabling  the  scavengers  to  get  round  the  district 
in  less  time  than  at  present. 

During  the  year  the  question  of  the  removal  of  trade  refuse 
from  shops  has  been  considered  and  in  July  the  Council  passed  a 
resolution  that  this  refuse  be  not  removed  unless  payment  was 
made.  Only  4 persons  agreed  to  pay  for  such  removal  and  in 
December  the  resolution  was  rescinded  and  instructions  given  for  the 
refuse  to  be  removed  from  shops  for  a period  of  six  months  from 
January  to  June,  1912,  a record  to  be  kept  of  the  quantity  removed, 
and  a report  presented  at  the  end  of  that  time. 

I have  prepared  a register  for  the  purpose  of  recording  when 
each  privy,  ashpit,  &c.  is  emptied,  and  this  will  be  of  much  assistance 
in  supervising  the  regular  emptying  of  these  conveniences. 

NEW  BUILDINGS  AND  HOUSE  DRAINAGE. 

During  the  year  30  plans  were  submitted  to  the  Council  and  26 


...31... 


houses  were  erected.  All  new  houses  are  now  provided  with  water- 
closets  and  dustbins  and  for  these  26  houses  22  water-closets  and 
26  dustbins  were  provided. 

All  new  drainage  systems  are  now  disconnected  from  the  sewers 
by  an  intercepting  trap  and  ventilated,  and  for  the  above  new 
houses  470  ft  of  6 inch  pipes  and  754  ft.  of  4 inch  pipes  were  laid, 
and  16  inspection  chambers  constructed,  and  before  being  covered 
in  were  tested  with  smoke. 

CONVERSION  OF  PRIVIES  TO  THE  WATER-CARRIAGE 
SYSTEM. 

During  the  year  50  privies  and  27  ashpits  were  reported  upon, 
these  being  for  126  houses.  Of  this  number  17  privies  and  11 
ashpits  were  abolished,  25  new  water-closets  and  27  dustbins  being 
provided  for  48  houses.  At  the  close  of  the  year  33  privies  and  16 
ashpits  were  being  dealt  with,  the  houses  concerned  being  78. 

The  number  of  water-closets  provided  during  the  past  4 years 
in  lieu  of  foul  privies  was 


1909 

1910 

1 9 1 1 

30 

32 

2 5 

In  connection  with  the  conversion  of  privies  and  alterations  or 
amendments  to  drainage  systems,  during  the  year  934  ft.  of  6 inch 
and  950  ft.  of  4 inch  pipes  were  laid  and  24  inspection  chambers 
constructed  on  the  course  of  the  drains  and  where  possible  inter- 
cepting traps  are  fixed  and  the  drains  properly  ventilated.  In  all 
cases  the  smoke  test  is  applied  to  the  drains  before  being  covered  in. 

There  are  some  830  privies  and  520  ashpits  in  the  district, 
many  of  them  in  a dilapidated  and  insanitary  state  and  within  a 
short  distance  cf  houses.  A good  number  are  open  privy  middens 
and  in  many  instances  the  contents  have  to  be  deposited  on  the 
adjoining  ground  or  wheeled  some  distance  to  the  carts,  and  in  my 
opinion  the  prevailing  conditions  cannot  but  be  prejudicial  to  health. 


...32.. 


Nightsoil  and  house  refuse  should  be  removed  from  the 
proximity  of  dwellings  as  expeditiously  and  in  as  sanitary  a manner 
as  possible,  the  best  methods  being  by  fresh  water  closets  properly 
connected  to  the  sewer  and  moveable  metal  dustbins  collected 
weekly. 

The  question  of  the  conversion  of  privies  to  water-closets  is  now 
receiving  much  attention  by  Sanitary  Authorities  in  the  country,  and 
in  many  towns  the  systematic  conversion  of  these  conveniences  is 
being  carried  out.  Medical  Inspectors  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  when  reporting  upon  the  sanitary  administration  of  towns 
where  privy  middens  are  the  vogue  strongly  urge  their  abolition  and 
the  provision  of  water-closets. 

I hope  that  steady  progress  will  be  made  in  Horbury  with 
this  work. 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  INSPECTION. 

Systematic  house  to  house  inspection  has  not  been  carried  out 
in  Horbury  in  the  past,  but  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 
&c.,  Act,  1909,  and  the  Housing  ( Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 
September,  1910,  this  work  is  now  compulsory  upon  Local 
Authorities.  The  provisions  of  the  Act  and  Regulations  are  fully 
dealt  with  in  the  report  for  191c. 

My  appointment  includes  that  of  Officer  under  the  Regulations 
and  the  Sanitary  Sub-Committee  have  been  delegated  by  the  Council 
to  deal  with  the  matter. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  myself  have  scheduled  30 
houses  for  inspection  in  Ranter’s  Fold,  Musgrave’s  Yard,  High 
Street,  Tithebarn  Street,  and  the  inspection  of  these  is  now  in 
progress. 

House  to  house  inspection  is  a very  important  duty  devolving 
upon  Local  Authorities,  as  by  this  means  conditions  which  are 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health,  and  houses  which  may  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  are  brought  to  light,  and  can  be  systematically 
dealt  with. 


The  passing  of  the  Act  of  1909  has  given  a great  impetus  to  the 
housing  question,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  for  the  year 
ending  March  31st,  1911,  the  Local  Government  Board  report  that 
23,792  houses  were  represented  as  being  unlit  for  human  habitation, 
upon  inspections  made  under  the  Act. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  are  eight  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  seven  registered 
and  one  licensed.  These  are  regularly  visited  and  if  possible  while 
slaughtering  is  in  progress.  Regular  visits  are  also  paid  to  the 
premises  where  the  various  commodities  sold  by  butchers  are 
prepared. 

During  the  year  one  old  slaughterhouse  has  been  discontinued 
and  a new  one  erected,  for  the  use  of  which  a license  has  been 
granted  by  the  Council.  This  slaughterhouse  is  constructed  on 
model  lines  and  is  a credit  to  the  persons  responsible. 

Slaughtering  and  the  preparation  of  meat  for  fcod  should  be 
carried  on  under  the  most  sanitary  conditions  and  so  as  not  to  cause 
nuisance. 

There  are  conditions  existing  at  some  of  the  slaughterhouses 
which  must  be  a source  of  nuisance,  notably  the  disposal  of  the 
refuse  and  offal  boiling.  Pig  keeping  is  carried  on  in  conjunction 
with  most  of  the  slaughterhouses  and  the  refuse  from  this  and  the 
slaughtering  is  put  into  insanitary  and  uncovered  receptacles  or 
deposited  in  heaps  and  removed  irregularly.  Properly  constructed 
and  covered  receptacles  should  be  provided  and  the  refuse  removed 
weekly.  This  is  provided  for  in  the  Council’s  Byelaws. 

The  offals  from  the  slaughtering  are  boiled  in  ordinary  coppers, 
and  in  the  process  a very  objectionable  smell  is  given  off  which 
must  cause  a nuisance  to  the  occupiers  of  property  in  the  vicinity 
and  complaints  have  been  received  of  this.  Steps  should  be  taken 
to  do  the  boiling  so  that  no  nuisance  is  caused. 

The  paving  and  drainage  in  some  instances  requires  attention. 

No  seizure  of  unsound  food  was  made  during  the  year. 


...34... 


COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  are  20  cowkeepers,  dairymen,  and  purveyors  of  milk  in 
the  district,  the  number  of  cowsheds  30,  and  the  cows  accommodated 
during  the  last  inspection  was  147. 

The  cowsheds  are  periodically  inspected  and  the  Veterinary 
Surgeon  appointed  by  the  Council  made  inspections  of  all  the  dairy 
cattle  and  the  cowsheds.  His  report  will  be  found  on  page  6. 

There  are  a number  of  defects  in  these  cowsheds  which  require 
attention,  namely  insufficient  ventilation  and  lighting,  lack  of  air 
space,  no  proper  provision  for  deposit  of  manure,  defective  drainage 
and  yard  surfaces  and  attention  to  the  general  cleanliness. 

I would  particularly  urge  the  advisability  of  each  dairyman 
being  required  to  use  an  efficient  milk  filter,  as  these  filters  so 
effectually  keep  dirt  out  of  milk. 

Milk  forming  as  it  does  such  an  important  part  of  our  food 
supply  and  being  the  staple  food  of  infants  it  is  right  to  expect  that 
it  be  produced  and  distributed  under  the  most  hygienic  conditions. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

In  December  12  samples  of  new  milk  were  purchased  for 
analysis  and  all  were  certified  to  be  of  genuine  quality.  Other 
samples  of  food  are  obtained  by  the  County  Council  Inspectors  but 
no  information  of  the  number  and  result  is  sent  to  this  Authority. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  1911  was  42.  Particulars 
of  the  diseases  will  be  found  in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 
Report. 

Infected  houses  are  visited  upon  receipt  of  notification  and 
enquiries  made  as  to  probable  source  of  infection  &c.  Printed 
instructions  are  left  with  those  in  charge  as  well  as  a supply  of 
disinfectants.  Any  nuisances  and  defects  are  noted  and  steps  taken 
to  have  them  remedied. 

The  disinfection  of  bedding  and  clothing  and  the  infected  room 


or  rooms  is  carried  out  by  means  ot  formalin  and  formic  aldehyde 
vapour,  but  for  bedding  and  clothing  this  is  not  sufficient  and  to 
efficiently  disinfect  these  articles  a steam  disinfector  is  necessary. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 

A joint  report  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Heath  will  be  found 
on  pages  13  to  16. 

SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS. 

Systematic  observations  of  the  emission  of  smoke  from  factory 
chimneys  have  not  been  taken  during  the  year.  Observations 
should  be  taken  (each  of  the  duration  of  one  hour),  of  all  factory 
chimneys,  when  it  could  be  seen  if  in  any  case  black  smoke  was 
being  emitted  in  such  quantities  as  to  be  a nuisance. 

CANAL  BOATS  ACTS. 

The  number  of  boats  inspected  during  the  year  was  19,  but  no 
defects  were  found.  The  books  have  been  examined  and  signed  by 
the  Canal  Boat  Inspector  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

There  is  only  about  600  yards  of  canal  in  the  district,  and  it  is 
not  usual  for  boats  to  stop  on  that  portion,  and  being  situated  at  the 
extreme  boundary  of  the  district  the  inspection  of  boats  is  a difficult 
matter. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS,  1871  & 1879. 

Two  licenses  have  been  granted  by  the  Council  for  the  keeping 
and  sale  of  petroleum,  one  being  granted  in  December.  The  total 
quantity  licensed  to  be  stored  is  50  gallons. 

I find  there  is  one  instance  of  petroleum  being  kept  in  large 
quantities  for  use  with  a motor  lurry,  but  without  a license.  I 
informed  the  person  responsible  that  a license  would  be  required, 
but  at  the  close  of  the  year  application  had  not  been  made. 

I would  point  out  that  when  more  than  60  gallons  of  petroleum 
are  kept  for  use  on  motor  cars,  etc.,  (though  not  for  sale),  a license 
from  the  Local  Authority  is  necessary.  If  less  than  60  gallons  is 
stored,  under  certain  conditions,  no  license  is  required,  but  if  these 
conditions  cannot  be  complied  with,  the  Local  Authority  must  be 
notified  in  January  each  year. 


A license  is  also  required  to  keep  Carbide  of  Calcium  in  bulk, 
or  for  more  than  certain  quantities  in  ill).  tins. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

Th  e work  of  a Public  Health  Department  is  a most  important 
and  onerous  one  and  covering  as  it  does  such  a large  sphere  of 
activity  from  the  abatement  of  insanitary  privies,  etc.,  to  the 
supervision  and  regulation  of  the  food  supply  and  the  prevention  of 
infectious  diseases,  Local  Authorities  and  their  officials  as  guardians 
of  the  public  health  are  justified  in  demanding  the  carrying  out  o^ 
measures  for  the  abatement  of  insanitary  conditions,  and  that  food 
be  prepared,  distributed  and  exposed  for  sale  under  hygienic 
conditions. 

In  the  carrying  out  of  their  duties,  which  are  in  the  interests  of 
the  public,  officials  are  often  opposed  by  persons  interested  in 
insanitary  property,  privies,  etc  , who  are  strongly  averse  to  doing 
anything  in  the  way  of  sanitary  improvements  or  as  some  say,  the 
so-called  fads  of  officials,  though  it  is  interesting  to  know  that  some 
owners  or  other  persons  asked  to  carry  out  improvements,  after 
strongly  objecting  in  the  first  instance,  see  the  advantage  and 
improvement  when  the  work  is  completed,  and  are  glad  the  matter 
was  brought  before  them. 

The  public  can  be  of  much  assistance  to  officials  in  their  work 
if  they  would  inform  them  of  nuisances  and  defects  which  exist,  and 
at  the  same  time  I would  point  out  that  tenants  have  a duty  to 
perform  in  keeping  houses  and  sanitary  fittings  in  good  order  and 
clean  condition. 

There  are  many  matters  in  Horbury  which  require  attention, 
as  having  a bearing  on  public  health,  such  as  house  to  house 
inspection,  the  conversion  of  privies  to  the  water-carriage  system, 
the  provision  of  dustbins  foi  foul  ashpits,  paving  of  yards  and 
streets,  the  provision  of  proper  receptacles  for  dung,  manure,  etc., 
where  horses,  cattle,  and  pigs  are  kept,  and  the  regular  removal  of 
the  manure,  taking  of  smoke  observations,  and  the  regulation  of 
hied  fish  shops,  etc. 
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The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Acts  of  1890  and  1907 
have  not  been  adopted  in  Horbury,  and  I would  point  out  that  the 
adoption  of  these  Acts  would  be  of  much  advantage  to  the  sanitary 
administration  of  the  district. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  RUTTER, 

Sanitary  Inspect  or 

March  8th,  1912. 


